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ABSTRACT: Youths are the strongest pillars of any nation who are mostly guided by energy, courage and 

ability to do whatever they like. They don’t accept and follow everyone but few in their life. Dr. A. P. J. Abdul 

Kalam, a great scientist in the field of nuclear program and the 11th President of India is one of the few who is 

followed by millions. He is one of the most influential personalities in the life of most of the youths of not only 

India but also the whole world.Since his childhood he led a very ordinary but inspiring life. His whole life itself 

is a great inspiration for the youths. His father played the most important and significant role in his life to 

become one of the leading scientists of India from a mere boy. He is the role model of most of the youths, the 

youth icon. The present paper deals with some of the inspiring life events of Mr. Kalam and his unique approach 

towards life which made him the most influential figure in the life of most of the youths. His speeches and 
sayings have the capability to change the nation by inspiring the youths. His ideal life is presented in such a way 

so that the reader can also consider him as their idol in life. The attitude of Dr. Kalam towards life will 

definitely change the attitude of the readers towards their own life. They will be able to think and look into life 

in a unique way. 
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I. INTRODUCTION: 
Mother India has produced so many talents in the field of science. Dr. AvulPakirJainulabdeen Abdul Kalam, the 

‘Missile Man of India’, is one of them. He was the 11th President of India and perhaps the most loving and the 
best one from 2002 to 2007. He being the BJP candidate succeeded in the thorn of India by defeating the Left-

back Colonel Lakshmi Sehgal bagging nearly 90% vote. Bharat Ratna, Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam was the father of 

India’s nuclear program. His life was self-less. His life itself is a great lesson for all specially for all the young 

minds. He had a never ending quest for knowledge. He led a humble and simple life. He had great love on 

children. He, in his whole life-time had done so many things for the betterment and progress of children and 

youth. He is the youth icon, the ideal role model of every youth. The youths of India had great faith on him. In 

his life-time, he had written four revolutionary books, which can change the young minds. And thus, it will 

change our nation via youths. They are Wings of Fire, India 2020- A Vision of the New Millennium, My Journey 

and Ignited Minds- Unleashing the Power within India. He had achieved great honour and so many awards and 

medals like ‘Bharat Ratna’ (1997), ‘Padma Vibhushan’ (1990), ‘Padma Bhushan’ (1981), ‘Indira Gandhi Award 

for National Integration’ (1997), ‘Ramanujan Award’ (2000), ‘King Charles II Medal’ (2007), ‘International 
von Karman Wings Award’ (2009), and ‘Hoover Medal’ (2009). 

 

Locating Kalam in larger than life context: India got its one of the extraordinary sons in the shape of Dr. 

Kalam on 15th October 1931, through Jainulabdeen and Ashiamma, the parents of the great ‘Missile Man of 

India’. He belonged to a lower-middle class Tamil Muslim family at Rameswaram in the Madras state. His 

father was very active and hard-working, who always used to avoid any sort of luxuries. His mother was very 

kind and generous. There is a general saying that behind every successful man, there is someone. But in case of 

the Missile Man, the story is different. Behind his success, there were so many hands. The process of his 

principles of life gradually started to take shape from his early childhood. And in this process the figures who 

had their contribution in his childhood are Ahmed Jaillaluddin, the husband of his sister, Zohara, his second 

cousin, Samsuddin, and the most significantly his parents. Thus he has asserted in his famous autobiography 

Wings of Fire, 
“I inherited honesty and self-discipline from my father; from my mother, I inherited faith in goodness and 

deep kindness and so did my three brothers and sister. But it was the time I spent with Jallaluddin and 

Samsuddin that perhaps contributed most to the uniqueness of my childhood and made all the difference in 

my later life.The unschooled wisdom of Jallaluddin and Samsuddin was so intuitive and responsive to non-
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verbal messages,that I can unhesitatingly attribute my subsequently manifested creativity to their company in 

my childhood”. (WingsofFire, pp 3) 

 

Kalam came in contact with the different great teachers in the different stages of his life, which has made him so 

enriched and influential. He met SivasubramaniaIyer, his science teacher, who was an orthodox Brahmin with 

conservative wife in Rameswaram Elementary School. And then he came under the influence of Iyadurai 
Solomon at the Schwartz High School, Ramanathpuram, who was an ideal figure to lead and guide the eager 

and enthusiastic young minds. And in 1950, he came in contact with the Rev. Father TN Sequeira at St. Joseph’s 

College, Trichi, who inspired and motivated him a lot. He was very lucky to get him as his teacher. Thus he has 

said in his Wings of Fire, “At St. Joseph’s I was lucky to get a teacher like the Rev. Father TN Sequeira” (pp 6). 

All his experiences and knowledge gathered by him since his childhood ultimately resulted him as one of the 

greatest scientists of India. He was associated with Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) and Defense 

Research and Development Organization (DRDO) as an aerospace engineer till 2002. 

 

Kalam, the visionary: Dr. Kalam had a great insight. He could understand the minds of the youths and the 

children best. He didn’t get married throughout his life; instead, he had dedicated his life for the betterment and 

progress of the country. He believed that the main power and the key to progress of the nation are the youths. 
Youths are the future of the nation. That’s why he always inspired and motivated them. He was the icon or the 

role model of every young mind. He lived in both the hearts and the minds of every young people. The youths of 

our country considers him as the god, the savior of the country. His popularity and the people’s love and respect 

for him were evidently clear on the day when the Indian Science Congress was held in January, 2000 in Pune. 

On that particular day, apart from Dr. Kalam, there were so many VIP’s on the dais like Dr. Kasturirangan, Dr. 

R. Chidambaram, Dr. Raghunath Mashelkar etc. But after the completion of the whole discussions, people who 

were present there, forget all the VIP’s except Dr. Kalam. Dr. Kalam was then rounded by several hundred 

people. People didn’t want him to leave them. They wanted to talk to him. They all were so inspired that they all 

wanted to hear him so long as possible. The same picture was also there on the Indian Science Congress 2002, 

in Lucknow. Here, during the discussion there were Murli Manohar Joshi, Dr. Kasturirangan, Dr. R. 

Chidambaram, Dr. Raghunath Mashelkar and Dr. Anil Kadokkar. But just after the entry of Dr. Kalam the 

situation took a quick turn. Around 2000 audiences forget about the discussion and all the other VIP’s, and they 
gathered round him. This clearly shows the love, respect, honourand dedication of the people to him. And the 

most surprising fact is that in both the cases the gathering people were mostly the young and tender minds of the 

country. 

 

Behind suchfaith and belief of the youth towards Mr. Kalam and behind becoming the icon of the youth there 

are much strong innate qualities. He, since his childhood believed in the inner power of man. He has the deep 

faith on the young minds. His belief and the confidence on the youth were evident in all his speeches. On the 

day, when he was crowned as the President of India, he delivered a mesmerizing speech on the power of the 

youth and about what they can do with such power.  

 

Kalam, the versatile genius: Apart from being one of the greatest scientists, the Missile Man of India had a 
multi-faced personality. He led a very simple life. He had so many virtuous qualities for which he had become 

the ideal role model for the youth or the youth icon. There are some incidents which proved him as a great 

sensitive human being: 

 

1.   Once his whole family went to meet him in the RashtripatiBhavan and he became very happy. He 

arranged something to eat for them. But instead of using the President’s kitchen, he arranged food from 

outside. Not only he arranged food from outside but also he made the payment of the food from his own 

salary. He didn’t use the Rashtripati Bhavan’s account. 

2.  One day while he was in his morning walk in the RashtripatiBhavan garden, saw a peacock which was 

injured. He, apart from being the head of the country, picked it up with his own hands and went to the 

doctors for treatment of the injured peacock. This was the example of his possession of a golden heart. 
3.  He was the President of India and a great scientist. But he always used a single quarter like the other 

simple officers for living, which is comparatively very small indeed. 

4.  Once a scientist was transferred to Orisa at Missile site for some reasons. But he couldn’t perform his 

duty properly. Kalam noticed that and asked him the reason. Then he answered that his son was bed-

ridden on Mumbai and he couldn’t communicate them for some error in the telephone for last 3-4 days. 

After hearing this, he made all the arrangements to communicate with his family and gave him the 

greatest consolation, 
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Mr. Kalam made an incredible journey throughout his life. His journey of life was not only extra-ordinary but 

also very toilsome. His life is full of adventures. As he came from a poor family, he had to struggle hard 

throughout his journey. His life is a journey from a mere poor Muslim boy to one of the greatest scientists and 

also to the President of India. His father was a boatman. His business was going well. But nature brought 

distress and sufferings to the family in an unexpected manner. One day a cyclone hit the boat and carried it 

away. Thus, he mentioned it in his Wings of Fire, 
 

“My father was doing good business with the boat when, one day, a cyclone bringing winds of over 

100 miles per hours carried away our boat, along with some of the landmass of Sethukkarai. The 

Pamban Bridge collapsed with a train full of passengers on it. Until then, I had only seen the beauty of 

the sea, now its uncontrollable energy came as a revelation to me”. (pp 2) 

 

After that he had to struggle a lot to get into the position of the head of the nation. Since his childhood, he 

continued his studies through scholarships. But there also came a time when his scholarship also became a 

threat. Once he was given an assignment to design an aircraft at MIT. But for some reasons he couldn’t manage 

it in right time. Then he was told that if he couldn’t complete his task, his scholarship would be stopped. He 

became frightened because it was his only lifeline for studies. Thus, the Professor said, “Look, young man, 
today is Friday afternoon. I give you three days’ time. If by Monday morning I don’t get the configuration 

drawing, your scholarship will be stopped”. (pp 17) After such tremendous pressure, he performed well and 

became the favourite of all. And even Prof.Spomder declared that, Kalam was his best student and hard work 

will help him bring a great name for his teachers in future. Thus Mr. Kalam accepted all kinds of problem 

throughout his life and became successful to get rid of such a threatening problemonly because of his immense 

zeal and self-belief, which gave a great lesson to all the youths. 

 

Portrait of the scientist as a motivational iconic figure: The youth icon, Mr. Kalam was so down-to-earth that 

everyone could access him via internet. He didn’t get irritated to talk to the common people. He believed that, 

he was there to serve the common people. So, it can be said that he lived his life of the people, for the people 

and by the people. He was always in touch with the common people. People could communicate to him or urge 

their problems to him. And he always tried to solve their problems though not only directly but also through 
online mode. He often used to visit the common man as if he was one of them. People loved him very much and 

they considered him as one of them. He often used to play or spend time with the children laughing and making 

fun. Being the head of the nation, he spent time with the common ordinary children. For this children loved him 

very much. During morning walk he often used to spend time with the children in the President’s garden. The 

personal life of Mr. Kalam was also a great lesson for the youths. His whole life was a struggle for the 

betterment. He was a true patriot, who lived his life only for the betterment and the progress of the nation. In his 

personal life, he, like his father didn’t accept any kind of luxury. He only used what was essential for him. His 

food, clothing, life-style everything was very simple and ordinary just like common people. The best part of his 

life is that he remained vegetarian throughout his whole life. As usual there is also no luxuryin his food habit. In 

his food-habit there were only those which were essential to live and to remain fit and energetic. He also didn’t 

get married throughout his life. He shook off his all family pleasure and dedicated his life for science and 
thenation. He had the patience, tolerance and self-control just like Swami Vivekananda. His strong self-control 

was a matter of great lesson for the young and tender minds. He remained detached from conjugal life, which 

was a great example of his self-control or his control over himself. He being the President of India used only a 

single quarter because he believed that a single quarter is enough for him. He was very attached to his mother 

and what she cooked for him was his favourite food. When he announced that he won’t marry throughout his 

life, his mother gets so much hurt.  

He came to begin his life at the RashtrapatiBhavan with only two suit-cases and after five years he returned 

home with the same two suit-cases. In an interview, he was once asked what the two suit-cases contained. In 

reply he said that one of the suitcases contained the required things for two days and other contained book, his 

computer, tape-recorder and two days’ clothing. This shows how simple and ordinary human being he was. 

Scientist with immense public craze: Mr. Kalam was indeed a very popular figure. Youths accepted him 

greatly. He had given some mesmerizing speeches for the youths. He gave some assertion about what youths 

should do and what shouldn’t. He wanted to lead the youths in the right track. He wanted to utilize the energy, 

virility, vivacity and the power of the youth for the betterment and progress of the nation. These are also very 

effective to prune the tender minds of the youths and the children. If anyone follows the quotes and sayings of 

Dr. Kalam then his/her success will not be ceased. The person will surely become successful and will be 
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beneficial for the construction of India as an ideal country or nation. He had given such life-changing speeches 

addressing to youth: 

1. Each and every youth must have clear cut aim in life and the activity should be towards reaching the aim. 

Most of the youths prefer to choose a smooth and common path in life but very few choose uncommon 

paths in life as it is not easy. The number of youths who dare to choose path of their own or create paths of 

their own is very little. 
2. Once the aim and goal is clear, they should work very hard to fulfill their target of reaching the goal. There 

are lots of barriers in the way that will try to mislead them but they should stick to their own way. 

3. There is no alternative for hard work. Let the fruitful days of youth not be spent in vain. 

4. “All of us do not have equal talent. But, all of us have an equal opportunity to develop our talents.” (The 

Education Magazine). 

5. “If you salute your duty, you no need to salute anybody, but if you pollute your duty, you have to salute 

everybody.” (The Education Magazine). 

 

Dr. Kalam was a miscellaneous character. He was loved and respected not only by the peoples of India but also 

in abroad his position was the same. The people of other nations also worshipped him as next to God. He was an 

ideal figure for all the citizens of this universe. There are some facts which proved his popularity and respect 
throughout the world: 

1. United Nations honoured Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam on his 79th birth anniversary. They also declared his 

birthday as the ‘World Students’ Day’(October 15).(Joseph 2020) 

2. Switzerland also honoured Mr. Kalam by declaring 26th May as the ‘Science Day’ to commemorate visit of 

Mr. Kalam to the European countries.(Outlook, the Fully Loaded Magazine 2005) 

3. Dr. Kalam’s name was nominated twice (2003 & 2006) for the MTV Youth Icon of the Year award. 

(Roychowdhury 2016). 

4. The government of Bhutan flew their national flag at half-staff as a sign of mourning to the death of Dr. 

Kalam. They also offered 1000 butter lamps in homage to this great Scientist as well as great human 

being.(Halim 2015). 

5. He has honorary doctorate degrees from forty eight universities. (Chugh 2017). 

 
This great soul left us and started the journey to an unknown world, leaving all the Indian youths in complete 

desolation on 28th July, 2015 while delivering a lecture at IIM-Shillong on the topic of “The Livable Planet 

Earth”. His death creates a never filling vacuum in the field of science and technology. His funeral was 

performed on 30th July 2015 at his birth-place Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu. As a sign of respect to this great 

departed soul, Tamil Nadu government announced a public holiday. He was so popular and lovable that in his 

funeral procession, he was accompanied by thousands and thousands of people with their fully grief-stricken 

heart. After his departure the President of Russia, Vladimir Putin has mourn that in Russia, he will be 

remembered for his attempt at building a closer relationship between the nations. President Vladimir Putin's 

official condolence message was accompanied by messages from several other neighbouring nations including 

Malaysia, Afghanistan, Singapore, Sri Lanka and Mauritius.(Halim 2015). 

 

II. CONCLUSION: 
So, it can be concluded by saying that Mr. Kalam is the greatest youth icon ever produced in India. His whole 

life is a dedication for the nation, especially for the youths and the children. He was also one of the greatest 

scientists of India, who offered his life for the exploration of scientific research. Apart from all these, he was 

one of the best Presidents of India. Thus Dr. RaghunathMashelkar has rightly said in an article named  

 

Abdul Kalamas Youth Icon, 

“In Dr. Kalam, we had a President, who was the right man, in the right place, at the right time. Indian youths 

were desperately looking for a role model. What better role model could they have than someone who was the 
son of a boatman in Rameswaram and who went on to occupy the position of President of India? What better 

role model could they have had than this simple and humble individual, who was a staunch nationalist, and who 

was a great dreamer and visionary at the same time? What better role model could they have had than an 

individual who strongly emphasized that ‘strength respects strength’ and wanted to see a Developed India in our 

life-time”. (Mashelkar 2015). 
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